Wings of Rogallo Northern California Hang Glider Association

COYOTE LAKE/ OPEN SPACE AUTHORITY TIMBER RIDGE  SITE PROCEDURES AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

("SITE PROCEDURES")

July 20, 2009 
I. INTRODUCTION. The Wings of Rogallo Northern California Hang Glider Association (WOR) is designated by the County of Santa Clara Parks and Recreation Department through a special use permit to administer all hang gliding and paragliding activities within Coyote Lake County Park. The purpose of these procedures is to inform pilots of their responsibilities while flying at Coyote Lake. This is essential to insure maximum safety and protect access to the site for the entire flying community.

II. SITE DESCRIPTION. Coyote Lake is an ideal site for hang gliding and paragliding at the intermediate and advanced levels. It contains a one  launch area at 1000 foot elevation, and, a large, clear, almost level landing area  
The launch site is located off a dirt road on Timber Ridge in the Santa Clara Open Space.  Parking is along the dirt road at the launch site.  The launch is directly facing the landing area


Coyote Lake Park opens at 8:00 am and closes at sunset. Flying activity is permitted from 8:00 am until one hour before sunset.. All flight activity, including glider breakdown, loading of equipment on vehicles, and moving vehicles off launch access roads and out of the landing area parking lot must be completed before one hour before sunset.. Pilots must not start up the hill if time will not permit them to be completely loaded up and out of the landing area by the closing time.
III. PILOT REGISTRATION. All pilots including both WOR members and non-members(visiting pilots) and tandem passengers must: (1) read the Site Procedures and (2) fill out and sign the registration and waiver of liability forms. The waiver of liability must also be signed by a parent or legal guardian if the pilot or tandem passenger is less than 18 years old. The registration materials and forms may be obtained from WOR officers, or may be obtained from the lock box at Roop Road parking area. 
The registration form and a copy of the waiver form will be kept in the lock box at the Roop Road parking area., The signed original will be picked up from the lock box by the Park’s Department at their convenience. For insurance purposes all pilots including tandem passengers and unrated student pilots (para. V.A) must be current members of the United States Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (USHPA) and must have their USHPA membership card in possession to fly.  


	
	

	

	


	



	





.Only blue sticker pilots (intermediate H3/P3 and advance H3/P3)  are allow to fly at Coyote Lake. In addition, WOR member pilots will display a current WOR membership sticker. Member status will become invalid on the last day of the year affixed to the White Sticker. WOR membership confers specific privileges for pilots using the Coyote Lake Park site. Only WOR member pilots will be given lock combinations for vehicle access gates to site launches




V. PILOT PROFICIENCY REQUIREMENTS.
A.
Only blue sticker pilots (USHPA intermediate, advance, and Master) are allowed to fly at Coyote Lake





 

a.
A minimum of three flying days is required for intermediate pilots to be observed by an advance rated pilot (H4,P4 who has received an introduction and flown at Coyote Lake site) observering the flights.  This is for the intermediate pilot to become familiar with the different wind conditions that may prevail at the launch site A northwest or north wind is not obvious at the launch site.





E.
Tandem pilots are permitted to fly at Coyote Lake.. The pilot must be a current member of WOR and fly in accordance with all the USHPA tandem requirements. The passenger must sign the WOR registration, waiver of liability forms, and sign a statement attesting to having read the Site Procedures.








VII. FLYING AND SITE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS. All flying at Coyote Lake Park will be conducted with safety as the first priority. Aside from obvious direct benefit to pilots, accident prevention is imperative to prevent loss of the site for hang gliding and paragliding due to the high public visibility of Coyote Lake Park.

A.
Personal Protective Equipment. All pilots and tandem passengers are required to wear a helmet and fly with locking-type carabiners and a backup hang loop (hang glider only). Pilots must also wear an emergency backup parachute. It is further recommended that all pilots wear protective clothing covering arms and legs, enclosed footwear, gloves, and eyeglass retainers.


C.
Required Operating Procedures.

1)One other person must be at the site for a pilot to fly.
2)
All landings within the park should be restricted to designated Roop Road landing areas except in emergencies. If a pilot does not think that the glider will clear the trees at the north end of the Roop Road landing area, then the pilot should land in the creek bed or along the creek bed (if water is flowing). 
3)
Pilots must check immediately after landing for other approaching gliders and move their own glider to clear the landing zone for the approaching glider.

4)  Pilots going cross county flying must have a person on the ground for retrieve and to make sure the vehicle is out of the Roop Road parking area and out of the Open Space Authority property by closing time..

5)
Pilots are prohibited from using the site for testing experimental gliders, unnecessary parachute deployments, or any hazardous operations.

6)
Pilots are responsible for adhering to all applicable Federal Air Regulations (FARs) and must not violate Terminal Control Areas (TCAs). 
7)
Preflight Check - Following glider assembly, the pilot will conduct a thorough preflight check in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations. Pilots are also strongly encouraged to have their glider checked by another pilot.

8)
Takeoff Check - Prior to each takeoff, the pilot will follow standard check of harness hook-in, assure clear airspace before beginning the takeoff run, and allow sufficient clearance from launch to assure positive control of the glider before entering and securing the flight harness.

9) 
10) A cellular telephone must be present and ready for use.
D.
Unsafe Conditions. The Flight Director, Site Committee members, or any WOR officer may, on the basis of adverse flying conditions, raise the required pilot skill level or close the site to all flying for the duration of the adverse conditions.

E.
 Smoking, Riding Trails, Drugs and Alcohol.

1) 

Smoking - Due to extreme fire hazard in the summer and to simplify controlling this hazard, smoking is not permitted at any time in the launch and landing areas or on the access roads.


2)
Drugs and Alcohol - The possession or use of drugs and alcoholic beverages is not permitted in the launch and landing areas or on the access roads.
VIII. VEHICLE OPERATIONS.  An appropriate waiver of liability must be in place for all drivers and vehicle passengers prior to using the access roads.  All drivers must hold a valid driver's license, and all vehicles must have insurance that meets State of California requirements.. Pilots must pool vehicles to minimize access road traffic. To minimize damage to roads, a 15 mph maximum speed limit must be observed when going up or down the hill. Only 4-wheel drive vehicles are permitted on the access road to the launch and the 4-wheel drive must be engaged in transit both up and down the hill.  In the winter and spring the water level may be too high to safely cross the creek.  Walkup is permitted if one can safety cross the creek.  
Vehicles must only park in the normal Coyote Lake parking areas or in the gravel parking area at the Roop Road landing area. A maximum total  combination of 20 hang
 gliders and/or paragliders will be allowed per day. Care must also be taken to avoid parking inany area where hot exhaust pipes could ignite dry grass.
 ACCESS ROAD AND GATE LOCKS.   A maximum of six vehicles will be allowed to cross the creek to launch on any one day. As the primary use of the site will be in the Spring time, care must given to the water level in the creek  to safely cross. The site will normally be closed in the winter due to the high level of water in the creeek. The access road to launch is by an OSA combination lock, and the landing area entrance gate is controlled by a  SCCPD combination lock gate. Vehicles are to park in the gravel parking area in the landing area.  Place parking card on your dash board from the lock box so that the rangers will know that your vehicle is authorized is the parking area.  Rangers will ticket vehicles without the parking card. These checks are necessary to prevent unauthorized access to the takeoff area and to prevent cattle from escaping from 
the landing area if cattle are present.  The gate may be left open while flying if no cattle are present in the landing field.
X. VIOLATIONS
 All Coyote Lake pilots are responsible for ensuring
 that site procedures are followed. Pilots who violatethese procedures, or knowingly allow them to be violated, may have their flying privileges suspended or revoked. An appeals procedure is available by which the accused can state their case in a written statement to the site committee chairman. In analysis, the site committee's decision is final. Ignorance of the stated rules is not a valid defense. Violations of park rules can also result in fines imposed by the park police.



. 
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XI. EMERGENCY PROCEDURES. Several types of emergencies may arise in connection with flying at Coyote Lake. These include: 1) glider accident involving injury, 2) vehicle accident involving injury, 3) fire arising from vehicle or other causes, and 4) medical emergency. In case of an injury accident or illness requiring first aid, call 911 (or 408-xxx-xxxx) and ask that a Park Ranger be dispatched (see Emergency Procedures in landing zone lockbox for details. If a Park Ranger is unavailable to take an accident report, the accident victim or an eyewitness must call 408-xxx-xxxx within 24 hours and give the victim's name, telephone number, and a brief accident summary to a Park Ranger, either directly or via the answering machine. The following additional steps should be taken:

1)
Give first aid to victim. First-aid equipment is available in the landing area lockbox.

2)
Inform a WOR officer or Coyote Lake site committee member. Officer and member names and telephone numbers are listed in the Emergency Procedures in the landing zone lockbox.
3)
Leave someone in charge to preserve the accident site for investigation.
4)
submit a WOR accident report form (electronically at http://www.wingsofrogallo.org/formmail/accidentreport.html or in hardcopy on a form in the landing area lockbox) within a week. Eyewitnesses as well as accident victims should submit reports.
5)
An on-site accident investigation will be initiated as soon as practicable by the senior WOR member present, including inspection of the location, the vehicle/glider equipment, and collection of other pertinent information regarding wind/weather conditions, damage, injuries, etc. Photographs must be taken of the general area, the vehicle/glider, and the specific damage sustained. Eyewitness names, phone numbers, and statements must be obtained.
XII. PROCEDURE CHANGES AND INFORMATION. The Coyote Lake Park Hang Gliding Site Procedures are revised and updated as required by the WOR Site Committee subject to approval by the Park Department and the Santa Clara Open Space Authority. Information about the procedures and the site may be obtained from any of the Site Committee members or WOR officers. The Site Committee is selected by the committee chairman and usually comprises current WOR officers the newsletter editor, and other volunteers.

XIII. WOR COYOTE LAKE SITE COMMITTEE.
Gene Pfeiffer, Chairman, Jim Woodward, co-chairman other to be determined.







WOR Executive Comm. members - see WOR newsletter "Flight Line" for names and phone numbers
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